Farmers Market Finder

A mobile site for Farmers Market
Nutrition Program Participants



Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program (FMNP)
Overview

USDA Supplemental Nutrition Grant Program

Grants to state agencies to provide checks to low-
Income participants

Two programs funded: Women, Infants and
Children (WIC) (FMNP) and Seniors (SFMNP)

Checks can be used to buy fresh fruits,
vegetables, cut herbs and honey (Seniors only) at
farmers’ markets

In 2014, farmers received more than $500,000
through the two programs, an increase of
S100,000 over 2013



How the FMNP Programs Work

MDA provides checks to DHMH & DOA

DHMH distributes checks to eligible
Seniors WIC participants
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Participant Information

* Must qualify based on income (185% of federal poverty level)
* Must have proof of residency in Maryland

* WIC-S520 * SENIORS - S30

O Applicants must be pregnant O Applicants must be 60 or over
women, infants, or children up

to 5 years and have a
nutritional need
O WIC participants receive O Can sign up at participating

nutrition education, Senior Centers
breastfeeding support, health
screenings & referrals to other
community support programs

O Can sign up at WIC clinics

O Must certify income eligibility
on application form



http://batchgeo.com/map/a4d34ae41c95ae87a0c6ecd9cade5683
http://batchgeo.com/map/a4d34ae41c95ae87a0c6ecd9cade5683

The top 3 reasons participants give for not
using their checks is:

- Not knowing where to find the farmers
markets .
- Not knowing how to prepare or cook the

produce purchased.

- Not remembering to use checks before
they expire.



So how to fix that?

We noticed that most of the participating WIC
mothers own mobile cell phones...

We decided to use that as a tool.



Introducing...
The Farmers Market Finder!
A Mobile Site for FMINP Participants

il ATET & 3:34 PM -
FARMERS MARKET
NUTRITION
PROGRAM

(FMNP - WIC & Seniors)
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FIND A FARMERS MARKET
NEAR YOU

CHECKS AT MARKET
PROCESS

FEATURED FARMERS
ELIGIBLE FOODS
INELIGIBLE ITEMS

SPRING &
SUMMER SEASONAL CHART

FALL SEASONAL CHART
TIPS & RECIPES
MORE INFORMATION

Checks & WIC Fruit & Vegetable
Checks

Maryland

Brighter Future

Sponsored by
Maryland WIC Program

1-800-242-4WIC (4942)




Accessible by cell phone, it provides:

A listing of all the

wtil ATET = 3:34 PM

Maryland Farmers e e -

NEAR YOU

Markets that FMNP
participants can
attend to spend
their checks with
FMNP approved
farmers.




Reminds them
how to use
their checks at
market.
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PROCESS
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*Farmers or employees must
check identification — folder only —
for WIC participants (for Seniors
no ID is needed)

+ Farmers must check that the
participant is purchasing products
allowed by the program

*Make sure participant has signed
check

«|f the full monetary amount of the
check is not being used, then the
farmer may add product to make
up the difference. NO cash
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Links to videos and
photos of some of

our FMINP Featured
Farmers!
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https://mwww.youtube.com/wat
v=CBTIWpO3lJg

https:/Mmww.youtube.com/wat
v=4TN_h2AqGpo




Reminder of eligible & ineligible foods for the program.

WIC:

Eligible foods include all
locally grown fruits,
vegetables and cut herbs
except honey grown by the
authorized farmer.

«will ATET & 3:34 PM

INELIGIBLE ITEMS

(not
permitted) foods include:
honey, jams, jellies, breads,
maple syrup, cider, nuts,
seeds, dried plums




Seasonal Fruit & Vegetable Charts.
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Recipes

for fresh
produce
dishes.




Links back to
orogram site
nages at MDA,
WIC, & USDA.

will ATE&T & 3:34 PM

MORE INFORMATION

MDA Farmers’ Market:
http://mda.maryland.gov/mary

WIC Program:
http://www.wicprograms.org/s

USDA Seniors Program:
http://www.aging.maryland.gc

Home page




Lastly, but perhaps most importantly...

* Participants have the option to “opt in”
on their phone to receive mobile txt
messages every month to remind them
to use their FMINP Checks.

* Up to 1,000 participants can opt in every
month to receive reminder messages.



The program will be introduced & explained to
the WIC & Senior participants at the centers
when they receive their checks.

The checks themselves also remind them to
access the mobile site.




Maryland is the first state to pilot this
program...

The program will be live for the 2015 season

We are hoping that it increases participant
redemption.

We have already been asked to present the
findings on the first season of the program at
our National Association of Farmers Market

Nutrition Program Coordinators conference in
September.

Fingers crossed!



Thank You!



